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Yellow Purple, Red, Pink Whitish 


Overview 


Characteristics to Look For 


LEAVES : tooth type (sharp, blunt, absent) e lobing (broad, narrow, absent) e leaf shape (round, broad & narrow), leaf stalk (rounded, flattened) e 
encrustations (white patches on leaf margins or tips) e hairs and/or glands (leaf upperside, underside, stalks, stems), translucent border of leaf 
edge. 

FLOWERS : colour (yellow, pink-purple, whitish), petal base vs ovary (below, beside/above) 


Accounts & Links 


Photos : Photos anywhere should be taken with caution for species that look similar (especially hybrids). Descriptions here provide a mention of 
similar Europe species so that when looking at photos or venturing abroad the differences can be looked out for. 


Links : BSBIMap provides the current BSBI interactive distribution e BSBIAtlas provides a map, trends with distribution, and when a plant may have 
been introduced e PoWo provides world maps and broad taxonomy and synonyms (with a tendency to lump taxa together as one) iNatPhotos are 


iNaturalist photos at RG grade and will be mostly reliable for most species but caution is needed with the trickier ones e wiki are the wikipedia 
entries, which may be short or even missing (wikiX) but hopefully will be improved over time. 


Appendixes 


British and World Maps - A gallery of snapshot maps in order of prevalence, with links to live. 


Botanical Notes - There is a dedicated section for extra botanical notes, currently filled with some older information, but more may be added in 
time. 


Guests - Section on fungi and insects, currently filled with some older information, but more may be added in time. 
Names & Lore - Folk uses, old names etc are given a special section, more information may be added there in time. 
Similar Plants - Plants that might be confused with Saxifrages. 


Further Reading - Resources for reading 


Yellow Flowers 


Notes 

Chrysosplenium flowers have 5 petals for the central flower (not always forming) and 4 for those surrounding it, whilst Saxifraga have 5 petals. 
Chrysosplenium alternifolium L. (Alternate-Leaved G.S.) 

Alternate-Leaved Golden-Saxifrage - Damp to wet spots. Widespread, except NW Scotland, SE England & Ireland. 


Ground Leaves base opens into leaf (1), stem leaves alternate, stem 3-angled, in Europe cf. C. tetrandrum with 4 stamens (v 8) and almost hairless 
(v hairy). 


* my pats 


a y IN SR “Y- 


Chrysosplenium alternifolium L. e BSBIMap BSBIAtlas PoWo iNatPhotos wiki 


Chrysosplenium oppositifolium L. (Opposite-Leaved G.S.) 


Opposite-Leaved Golden-Saxifrage - Damp to wet spots. Widespread except some of SE England. 
Ground Leaves taper to the leaf stalk (3), stem leaves opposite (3, upper left), stem 4-angled. 
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Chrysosplenium oppositifolium L. e BSBIMap BSBIAtlas PoWo iNatPhotos wiki 


Chrysosplenium davidianum Decne. ex Maxim. 


"Davidianum" Golden-Saxifrage - Shady damp spots in woods and crevices. One escapee record from SE Ireland (nr Waterford). 
Leaves distinctive and hairy. 
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Chrysosplenium davidianum Decne. ex Maxim. e BSBIMap BSBIAtlas PoWo iNatPhotos wiki(X) 


Pic 1 - prairiebreak.blogspot.com on the Genus 
Pic 2 - public.fotki.com by Nora Goosen, 2019-08, Hortus Leiden 
Pic 3 - Flora of China, illustration with description 


Saxifraga cymbalaria L. (Celandine S.) 


Celandine Saxifrage - shady places (garden escape). Scattered widely except N Scotland. 
Leaves broad, lobey (to poorly lobed) (1), in Europe cf. S. hederacea, flowers smaller petals 2-3 mm (v 4.5-6 mm), white/pale yellow, varieties ours 


is var. huetiana (Boiss.) Engl. & Irmsch. 
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Saxifraga cymbalaria L. e BSBIMap BSBIAtlas PoWo iNatPhotos wiki(X) 


iNaturalist 160438228 - John Magne Grindeland (jmgrinde) 2023-05-06 (51.75053,-1.24801), CC-BY 


Saxifraga hirculus L. (Marsh S.) 


Marsh Saxifrage - Wet places on moors. Yorks, MW Ireland, scattered elsewhere N and a little S. 


Leaves narrow (1), ovary narrow, above petals (2), subspecies ours is subsp. hirculus. 
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Saxifraga hirculus L. e BSBIMap BSBIAtlas PoWo iNatPhotos wiki 


iNaturalist 41267532 - desertnaturalist 2018-07-29 (64.88193,-14.50987), CC-BY-NC(pic 1) 


iNaturalist 130346709 -Sebastian Lescano (sebastianlescano) 2022-08-08 (77.01813,15.87282), CC-BY (pic 2) 


Saxifraga aizoides L. (Yellow S.) 


Yellow Saxifrage - Wet rocks and streamsides (mountains, dunes). Mostly upper Scotland, Cumbria to W Yorks, Sligo. 


Leaves narrow (3), ovary broad, aligned with petals (2), the two follicles (2, centre) distinguish from a yellow Sed 


um, as do the petals’ orange spots. 


Saxifraga aizoides L. e BSBIMap BSBIAtlas PoWo iNatPhotos wiki 


iNaturalist 170612211 -Jean-Paul Boerekamps (jeanpaulboerekamps) 2023-06-24 (58.14385,-4.93839), norights (pics 1-3) 


Purple, Red, Pink Flowers 


Saxifraga oppositifolia L. (Purple S.) 


Purple Saxifrage - Mountain rocks and stones. Mostly upper Scotland, Welsh mts, W-NW Ireland, and scattered in other hill areas. 


purple (may be pale or white), a single tone, solitary (1), small, undivided (1,3), usually very crowded (sometimes loose), long 
bristle-haired, with a cross appearance (3) (hence the name ‘oppositifolia’), ours is subsp. oppositifolia. 
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Saxifraga oppositifolia L. e BSBIMap BSBIAtlas PoWo iNatPhotos wiki 


iNaturalist 109331355 - Calum McLennan (calum_mclennan) 2022-03-23 (54.16531,-2.40063), CC-BY (pics 1-3). 


Saxifraga x arendsii Engl. (Rockery / Garden Mossy S.) 


Rockery / Garden Mossy-Saxifrage - Waste ground (from gardens). Widely scattered, esp. Manchester & Glasgow. 


from white to red, here pink, with finger-like lobes (2,1); due to being a hybrid of S. hypnoides, S. rosacea, S. exarata 
and others, therefore when white-flowered or without flower may resemble those species but with differences of stance, leaf shape, glandiness, 
shoots and mostly lacking side bulbils. need to be assumed to be Saxifraga x arendsii but no doubt pure S. hypnoides or S. rosacea 
could be grown at times. Specific cultivar 'Peter Pan’ recorded with many records esp. London & N. Scotland. is duplicated below under 
the White section using a white example. 
OR LS 


oy 


ra i <a, 


Saxifraga x arendsii Engl. e BSBIMap BSBIAtlas PoWo iNatPhotos wiki 


Whitish Flowers 


This section is divided into 3 subsections based on leaf dissection - 


Toothed/Crenate/0 Broad-Lobed Finger-Lobed 
Edges unambiguously toothed (sharp or blunt) Final dissections broadish Final dissections narrowish 


or smooth; includes very obscurely lobed leaves 
(but note pic 3 under Broad-Lobed). 


White - Toothed/Crenate/0 


Micranthes stellaris (L.) Galasso, Banfi & Soldano (Starry S.) 


Starry Saxifrage - Rocky & stony places. Mountains generally. 

Leaves poorly stalked (3,1), ovary above petals (2), flowers not tightly clustered (1), petals generally have two yellowy spots (2) (may be orange or 
purply) and tend to widely (mostly to fully) open (1,2), anthers may look like extra reddish spots (1); varieties our subspecies is subsp. stellaris with 
(per Sell) var. stellaris inflorescence of flowers, var. gemmifera of leafy buds; in Europe cf. M. foliolosa with usually (0)1(2) flowers, lower ones 
replaced with red bulbils held by fleshy incurved floral leaves, all tightly clustered at branch tips, rosettes solitary (not clustered), leaf surfaces 
hairless. 


Micranthes stellaris (L.) Galasso, Banfi & Soldano = Saxifraga stellaris L. e BSBIMap BSBIAtlas PoWo iNatPhotos wiki 


iNaturalist 98940929 - Pete Woodall (nyoni-pete) 2012-08-15 (56.80203,-5.04612) CC-BY-NC (pic 1) 
iNaturalist 226647149 -paszczakowa 2024-06-30 (65.55182,-24.31098), CC-BY-NC (pic 2) 
iNaturalist 88462941 - emmaclarke 2021-07-05 (54.45102,-3.22548), CC-BY-NC (pic 2) 


Micranthes nivalis (L.) Small (Alpine S.) 


Alpine Saxifrage - Rocks & cliffs. Scottish mountains. 

Leaves poorly stalked (1,3), ovary broad, somewhat aligned with petals (2), flowers clustered in head(s) (1), petals generally lack spots (2,1), not 

fully open (1,2) (half-open, sometimes to three-quarter), in Europe cf. M. tenuis, stem to 1 mm (v 2 mm), lower part only short hairs, flowers 

slightly laxer. 
— 


Micranthes nivalis (L.) Small = Saxifraga nivalis L. e BSBIMap BSBIAtlas PoWo iNatPhotos wiki 


iNaturalist 37481778 - Vropb Nocnenos (taimyr) 2014-07-04 (71.28535,-179.67222), CC-BY-NC 
iNaturalist 179317040 - Jean-Francois Olivier (jean-francois_olivier) 2015-06-04 (68.82166,16.56305), CC-BY-NC 
iNaturalist 121716991 - Calum McLennan (calum_mclennan) 2022-06-12 (53.11032,-4.03291), CC-BY 


Saxifraga cuneifolia L. (Lesser L.P.) 


Lesser London-Pride - Rocks & old walls. Scattered, particularly near Manchester, but Ireland lacking records. 


Leaves wedge-shaped (1) (‘cuneifolia') with the start part poorly rounded and lacking teeth, leaf stalks long (1,3), flowers without spots (2), ovary 
top usually pure white (2). 
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Saxifraga cuneifolia L. e BSBIMap BSBIAtlas PoWo iNatPhotos wiki 


iNaturalist 208468342 -forestforager 2024-04-20 (46.29008,13.79884) CC-BY-NC 
iNaturalist 166780459 - Max Kindler (botanico) 2023-05-14 (46.26851,13.80732) CC-BY-NC-ND 
iNaturalist 28482243 - (gman122) 2019-07 (46.91489,8.79732) CC-BY-NC 


Saxifraga spathularis Brot. (St. Patrick's Cabbage) 


St Patrick's-Cabbage - Damp rocks. Mountain areas of Ireland (especially) and of Wales and Isle of Man, a rare scattering elsewhere. 
Leaves roundish, with sharp teeth (1), translucent border scarce (<0.2mm), hybrids x polita, x urbium below. 
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Saxifraga spathularis Brot. e BSBIMap BSBIAtlas PoWo iNatPhotos wiki 


iNaturalist 157147683 - Jamie O'Neill (swimjamie) 2023-04-25 (51.6627,-10.06717) CC-BY-NC (pics 1-2) 
iNaturalist 212404144 - (faerthen) 2024-04-29 (51.81728,-9.5201) CC-BY-NC (pic 3) 


Saxifraga x polita (Haw.) Link (hirsuta x spathularis) (False L.P.) 


False London-Pride - Rocks with parents naturally and as garden escapes. Mountains of Ireland, Manchester, Aberdeenshire, and scattered. 
Leaves (1) with sharpish teeth (from spathularis), often many (from hirsuta), roundish shape (from hirsuta), translucent border scarce (<0.2 mm), 
leaf stalk longish compared to blade (from hirsuta), a little flattish (from spathularis) but somewhat roundish (from hirsuta), with marginal hairs 

(from hirsuta) often fewer on the upper or under side (from spathularis). 


Saxifraga x polita (Haw.) Link = hirsuta x spathularis e BSBIMap BSBIAtlas PoWo iNatPhotos wikiX 


Saxifraga hirsuta L. (Kidney S.) 


Kidney Saxifrage - Sheltered damp spots, natural and escapes. Mountains (SW Ireland, Cumbria esp.), Manchester, Glasgow and elsewhere. 
Leaves with blunt teeth or crenations (1), leaf stalk (3) round (not flattened) and hairy all round (not focussed on the sides), subspecies ours is 
subsp. hirsuta, hybrids x polita (above) is very similar and always accompanies natural colonies of S. hirsuta in Ireland, but extend into more exposed 
areas, and x geum (below) 
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Saxifraga hirsuta L. e BSBIMap BSBIAtlas PoWo iNatPhotos wikiX 


Saxifraga umbrosa L. (Pyrenean S.) 


Pyrenean Saxifrage - Shady limestone rocks (naturalised) and escapes. Widely scattered. 
Laves with blunt teeth (1), leaf stalk (1) flattened, particularly hairy on the margins but hairless upperside, usually shorter than blade, hybrids x 


urbium and x geum (below). 


Saxifraga umbrosa L. e BSBIMap BSBIAtlas PoWo iNatPhotos wiki 


iNaturalist 131316603 - Sylvain Piry (curcu34) 2022-07-21 (42.73197,0.56096) CC-BY-NC (pic 1) 
iNaturalist 199223550 - margarida (farigoleta) 2021-07-07 (42.68361,0.69006) CC-BY-NC (pics 2-3) 


Saxifraga x urbium D.A.Webb (spathularis x umbrosa) (London-Pride) 


London-Pride - Woods, steams, waste places (naturalised from gardens). Widespread, esp. N, W and London. 
Leaf (1) teeth bluntish, many (19-25), terminal tooth broad, blade hairless, leaf stalk (3) flattened, somewhat side-haired (none on upperside), stalk 
about same size as blade (1), translucent leaf border large (0.25-0.4 mm), fertility usually sterile. 
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Saxifraga x urbium D.A.Webb = spathularis x umbrosa e BSBIMap BSBIAtlas PoWo iNatPhotos wiki 


Saxifraga x geum L. (hirsuta x umbrosa) (Scarce L.P.) 


Scarce London-Pride - Shady damp places (naturalised). Lancashire to W Yorks, nr. Glasgow & Edinburgh, and patchily scattered. 
Leaves (1) slightly to somewhat elongated, teeth low and blunt, usually some hairs on blade, translucent margin usually narrow (c. 0.2 mm), leaf 
stalks long compared to leaf; fertilility high therefore subsequent crosses can form a spectrum between the two parents. 
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Saxifraga x geum L. = hirsuta x umbrosa e BSBIMap BSBIAtlas PoWo iNatPhotos wikiX 


iNaturalist 93514454 - Christian Gilli (christiangilli) 2021-07-23 (47.11511,13.1362) CC-BY-NC 


Saxifraga paniculata Mill. (Livelong S.) 


Livelong Saxifrage - Rocks, cracks (rarely naturalising from gardens esp. MW Yorks). A few records. 

Leaves tips tend to curve upwards, margins strongly lime-encrusted (3), inflorescence lower branches 1-3(4) flowered (1), flowers white or cream 
(1,2), sometimes spotted pink-red, petals 4-6 mm in the wild; very variable in size and leaf shape; subspecies subsp. cartilaginea leaves narrow- 
pointed tips (apiculate/acuminate). 


Saxifraga paniculata Mill. e BSBIMap BSBIAtlas PoWo iNatPhotos wiki 


iNaturalist 72204955 - Wolfgang Bacher (wolfgangbacher) 2018-06-28 (47.03101,12.62471) norights (pic 1) 
iNaturalist 137065432 - Joey Bom (joeybom) 2022-06-02 (43.24868,-4.88313) CC-BY-NC (pic 2) 
iNaturalist 48564588 - Guglielmo Vacirca (guglielmo_vacirca) 2020-06-04 (45.11139,6.90139) norights (pic 3) 


Saxifraga hostii Tausch (Encrusted S.) 


Encrusted Saxifrage - (from the Alps) (rarely naturalising from gardens). Some W Yorks records. 
Leaves tips tend to curve downwards, margins strongly lime-encrusted (3), inflorescence lower branches (3)5-12 flowered (1), flowers white (2), 

usually with numerous red spots (2), petals 5-8 mm in the wild; subspecies subsp. hostii larger, blunt-tipped leaves (to 10 cm), teeth distinct, lower 
branches 5+ flowers, subsp. rhaetica smaller, acute-tipped leaves (to 5 cm), teeth often obscure, lower branches 3-5 flowers. 
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Saxifraga hostii Tausch e BSBIMap BSBIAtlas PoWo iNatPhotos wikixX 


iNaturalist 120353107 - Andrea (andredepo) 2022-06-04 (45.93046,9.48899) CC-BY-NC (pic 1) 
iNaturalist 50076262 -Luca Boscain (lucaboscain) 2020-06-17 (46.03445,12.25788) CC-BY-NC (pic 2-3) 


Saxifraga group ‘Southside Seedling’ 


Southside Seedling - Acid soil (to moderately alkaline). Rockery escape, 1 record from N. Scotland. 

to above two but >50% of the stem, flowers evenly spaced not crowded at ends, in photos are obviously strongly 
patterned, possibly a hybrid of S. cotyledon (PoWo has as a synonym of S. paniculata) which has fine toothing carrying a small amount of 
encrustation. 


Saxifraga group ‘Southside Seedling’ e BSBIMap BSBIAtlas PoWo iNatPhotos Googlelmages wikiX 
fotki.com by Nora Goosen, 2003-06, Hidcote Manor (pic 1) 

rhs.org.uk (pic 2) 

Saxifraga rotundifolia L. (Round-Leaved S.) 


Round-leaved Saxifrage - Shady streams (naturalising from gardens). Patchily scattered, esp. Glasgow. 
with many red spots (2), above petals (2), leafy (1), teeth blunt or pointed (3,1), ours is subsp. rotundifolia var. 


rotundifolia. 


Saxifraga rotundifolia L. e BSBIMap BSBIAtlas PoWo iNatPhotos wiki 


iNaturalist 3289141 - Andrea Pane (andreapnor) 2016-05-19 (45.82921 ,8.09034) CC-BY-NC (pics 1-2) 
iNaturalist 218210563 - Wolfgang Bacher (wolfgangbacher) 2024-05-21 (47.55608,12.7964) norights (pic 3) 


Saxifraga stolonifera Curtis (Strawberry S.) 


Strawberry Saxifrage - Shady walls (naturalising from gardens). Patchily scattered, esp. Cornwall. 


lower two elongated (2,3), large, round (1) (surface pattern is typical). 
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Saxifraga stolonifera Curtis e BSBIMap BSBIAtlas PoWo iNatPhotos wiki 


iNaturalist 122455373 - (peterguidotti) 2022-06-18 (45.90068,8.52078) CC-BY-NC (pic 1) 
iNaturalist 214265653 - Carminda Santos (cminda) 2024-05-06 (40.8885, -8.30241) CC-BY (pic 2) 
iNaturalist 218299226 - (dan_visma) 2024-05-25 (46.00845,8.9724) CC-BY-NC (pic 3) 


White - Broad-Lobed 


Saxifraga granulata L. (Meadow S.) 


Meadow Saxifrage - Grassland. Very widespread except in mountains, uncommon in Ireland (there mostly in the east). 
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Base leaves (3,1) round, 7+ lobed, flowers lack red spots (2), ovary aligned with petals 
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(2), subspecies ours is subsp. granulata var. granulata. 
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Saxifraga granulata L. e BSBIMap BSBIAtlas PoWo iNatPhotos wiki 


Saxifraga granulata flore pleno (Meadow, Double, S.) 


Meadow Saxifrage (Double Flowered) - Garden escape, scattered. 


Double-flowered form of the prior. 


Saxifraga granulata flore pleno e BSBIMap 


iNaturalist 51614691 - (janexmoor) 2020-05-20 (51.11262,-3.5767) CC-BY-NC 


Saxifraga rivularis L. (Highland S.) 


Highland Saxifrage - Rocks. Scottish mountains. 


Leaves 3-7 broad lobes (1,3). 
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Saxifraga rivularis L. e BSBIMap BSBIAtlas PoWo iNatPhotos wiki 


iNaturalist 145638807 - (doug_mcgrady) 2022-06 (44.26538,-71.25988) CC-BY-NC (pics 1-2) 


iNaturalist 92241107 - Keith W. Larson (keithwlarson) 2021-08-22 (68.3643,18.72938) CC-BY-NC (pic 3) 


Saxifraga cernua L. (Drooping S.) 


Drooping Saxifrage - Rocks. Scottish mountains. 
3-5 lobes (1), replace most or all flowers (3), white. 


Saxifraga cernua L. e BSBIMap BSBIAtlas PoWo iNatPhotos wiki 


iNaturalist 177018450 - Ramzia (gainanovaramzia) 2023-08-05 (67.71035,33.56692) CC-BY-NC (pic 1) 
iNaturalist 177841858 - Sebastian Lescano (sebastianlescano) 2023-07-26 (78.96404,12.04929) CC-BY (pic 2) 
iNaturalist 173156867 - (sandraophorst) 2023-07-14 (78.08218,20.8124) CC-BY-NC (pic 3) 


hite - Finger-Lobed 
Saxifraga tridactylites L. (Rue-Leaved S.) 


Rue-leaved Saxifrage - Walls, rocks, sand. Very widespread except rare in mountains. 

annual (weak unspreading base), small, upright (1), rather glandy (1,3), 3-5 lobed (1), small (2-3 mm) (2,1). it has 
been suggested the plant is semi-carnivorous with the glands as with sundews capturing small insects to supplement the nutrition-poor environments 
it lives in. see Saxifraga hypnoides x tridactylites further on. 


Saxifraga tridactylites L. e BSBIMap BSBIAtlas PoWo iNatPhotos wiki 


Saxifraga cespitosa (caespitosa) L. (Tufted S.) 


Tufted Saxifrage - Rocks. Mountains in Scotland and NW Wales also. 
off-white (creamy/greeny tinge) (1,2), to 6.5 mm, (1)3(5) at base, tips blunt (2), mostly cupped when young (3), very 
compact (1,3), sticky-glandy (2), 1-5 per stem, flower buds erect. 


Saxifraga cespitosa L. e BSBIMap BSBIAtlas PoWo iNatPhotos wiki 


iNaturalist 172715270 - Samuel Hood (samhood25) 2023-07-10 (78.92397,11.91948) CC-BY-NC (pic 1) 
iNaturalist_ 35078179 - Leonard Worthington (lennyworthington) 2008-06 (53.08514,-4.13816) CC-BY (pic 2) 
iNaturalist 92904329 - (jobalfs) 2021-08-28 (65.72513,-16.79105) CC-BY-NC (pic 3) 


Saxifraga rosacea Moench (Irish S.) 


Irish Saxifrage - Rocks. Mountains in W Ireland and scattered rare garden escapes; de-extincted in Wales. 
pure white (1), 6-10 mm, (3)5(7) at base (3,2), tips (3) pointed ((sub)acute), forming wedge-shaped leaves (cf. hypnoides narrow), 
flat (3), variably dense or lax, 1-8 per stem (1, right) on long or short stalks (pedicels), buds upright (1,2) (cf. hypnoides 
droop) e subsp. hartii (Hart's Irish Saxifrage) is rather compact, leaves with all hairs glandular (numerous, <0.5 mm), subsp. rosacea compact to lax, 
leaves with hairs few-to-none glanded (3), unglanded present, many > 0.5 mm. recently in Wales (see). Saxifraga x arendsii and 
Saxifraga hypnoides x rosacea below. 
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Saxifraga rosacea Moench e BSBIMap (ssp rosacea & hartii) BSBIAtlas (ssp rosacea & hartii) PoWo (ssp rosacea & hartii) iNatPhotos (ssp hartii) wiki 
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iNaturalist 162437345 - Jamie O'Neill (swimjamie) 2023-05-16 (53.1426,-9.27568) CC-BY-NC (pics 1-2) 
iNaturalist 119992908- Jamie O'Neill (swimjamie) 2022-06-01 (53.14134,-9.27755) CC-BY-NC (pic 3) 


Saxifraga hypnoides L. (Mossy S.) 


Mossy Saxifrage - Rocks, by streams, dunes. Widespread in mountains, and scattered garden escapes. 
pure white (2), buds droop (zoom 2:inset, & like x arendsii (1) next), cf. rosacea buds upright), petals 7-10(12) mm, narrow, 
parallel-sided (1), tips long narrow often to a hair-like bristle (cf. rosacea wedge-shaped with unbristled tips), plant with long leafy shoots (3), bulbs 
often at the bases of lower leaves, assume you have Saxifraga x arendsii, cf. S. continentalis = S. fragosoi with very bristle- 
tipped leaves. see S. x arendsii, S. hypnoides x rosacea and S. hypnoides x tridactylites below. 
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Saxifraga hypnoides L. e BSBIMap (& agg) BSBIAtlas PoWo iNatPhotos wiki 


iNaturalist 53711821 - (matthewjones) 2020-07-15 (53.10988,-4.03375) CC-BY-NC (pic 1) 
iNaturalist 163002964 - Maja Mihajlovic (yellohaze) 2023-05-18 (53.27483,-1.73746) CC-BY-NC (pic 2) 
iNaturalist 8844048 - Richard Fuller (rich_fuller) 2004-06-05 (53.11389,-4.02938) norights (pic 3) 


Saxifraga x arendsii Engl. (Rockey / Garden Mossy S.) 


Garden Mossy-Saxifrage - Waste ground (from gardens). Widely scattered, esp. Manchester & Glasgow. 

from white to red, here white, with finger-like lobes (3,1); due to being a hybrid of S. hypnoides, S. rosacea, S. exarata 
and others, therefore when white-flowered or without flower may resemble those species but with differences of stance, leaf shape, shoots and 
mostly lacking side bulbils. need to be assumed to be this S. x arendsii but no doubt pure S. hypnoides or S. rosacea could be grown at 
times. Specific cultivar ‘White Pixie’ recorded. is duplicated above under the Red section with a red example. 
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Saxifraga x arendsii Engl. e BSBIMap BSBIAtlas PoWo iNatPhotos wiki 


Saxifraga bryoides L. 


Mossy Saxifrage - Mountain species, non-alkaline. One record of escapee in Cornwall (a continent-wide saxifrage). 
spotted above petals. 


Saxifraga bryoides L. e BSBIMap BSBIAtlas PoWo iNatPhotos wiki 


iNaturalist 126044613 - Guglielmo Vacirca (guglielmo_vacirca) 2022-07-11 (45.99778,7.97888) norights (pics 1 & 2) 
iNaturalist_ 7317930 - Thomas Koffel (tkoffel) 2017-07-07 (42.57738,1.90639) CC-BY (pic 1 inset) 
iNaturalist 64800748 - Stefan Heissmann (pinuscembra) 2020-08-24 (46.91507,11.1726) CC-BY-NC (pic 3) 


Saxifraga hypnoides x rosacea (Mossy x Irish S.)) 


Intermediate - laxer than rosacea, with some sterile shoots from hypnoides, lacking the side buds of hypnoides, intermediate in tips 
between acute and bristled. e BSBIMap (records in Ireland, where both parents grow). 


Saxifraga hypnoides x tridactylites (Mossy x Rue-Leaved S.) 


, low tufted habit with shoots, with small 1(-3)-cleft leaves, sparsely glandular, similar to hypnoides (petals 6-7.5 mm). e 
BSBIMap (1906 record in Yorkshire, but artificial hybrids have been studied). 


Saxifraga exarata Vill. (Musky S.) 


Musky Saxifrage - Rocks. One record of escapee (NE of Manchester). 

cushioned (1), dense to lax, glandy or not, (1)3(5-7), blunt, fleshy or not (3), stem branched in upper part to form flattish 
head of up to 8 flowers (1), 3-6 mm, white (1) to yellow (2), various, often treated as species, with different colours, petal sizes, 
numbers of flowers, leaf fleshiness, flat v channeled surface of leaf, of which subsp. moschata has petals small (3-4) mm yellowish well-separated, 
leaf surface not channelled. 


Vier TR: . 


Saxifraga exarata Vill. e BSBIMap BSBIAtlas PoWo iNatPhotos (& ssp moschata & complex of both) wikix 


iNaturalist 138158788 - (giuliaailuig) 2021-09 (45.64689,7.47118) CC-BY-NC (pic 1) 
iNaturalist 121624605 - (laurenthoff) 2022-06-12 (44.95744,6.29295) CC-BY-NC (pics 2-3) 


Other Hybrids Registered 


Saxifraga x andrewsii Harv. 


Saxifraga hypnoides x trifurcata (Mossy x Stag's-Horn S.) 


Src BSBI Maps - here red is 1950+, blue is pre-1950 - these are a snapshot made at 2024-07-09, please click the header links for interactive showing 


any additional records or adjustments since that date. 


Notes : S. hypnoides is here shown using the agg which is virtually the same e S. cymbalaria is far more fully recorded than var. huetiana even 


though our plants are var. huetiana e S. trifurcata and S. x andrewsii are omitted, having no records discernible. 
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Maps (World) 


Note that a species in other parts of the world may be represented by subspecies and forms not in Britain, which have their own maps. 
Src: Plants of the World (Kew) - click the linked name to view details and maps. 
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Botanical Notes 


NOTE that old descriptions may have details that have been revised. 


Saxifraga granulata (Meadow Saxifrage) 


1919 Horwood - The flowers contain honey, and the anthers mature before the stigmas. The 
general form of the flower and its chances of self- or cross-pollination are precisely the same as in 
S. tridactylites (which see). The short-beaked capsule opening above causes the numerous seeds to 
be upset around the parent plant by the jerking caused by the wind or by browsing animals. 


1914 Boulger - Its stem is viscid with scattered glandular hairs, probably, as in London Pride, a 
protection for the honey-store of the blossoms from the depredations of small crawling insects... 
As such glands can, however, absorb liquid nitrogenous matter, it is possible that this species, and, 
still more, the little Saxifraga tridactylites Linne of our dry upland fields, may derive some 
nourishment from the captured insects. The beautiful chalice-like flowers expand to an inch in 
diameter, their obovate petals, dead-white above, becoming greenish-yellow below as guides to 
the honey secreted by the base of the ovary; and as they are protandrous they are probably 
generally cross-pollinated by insect-visitors. 


Saxifraga stellaris (Starry Saxifrage) 


1919 Horwood - The anther-stalks are awl-like. These serve as honey-guides. 


Saxifraga tridactylites (Rue-Leaved Saxifrage) 


1919 Horwood - The flowers yield honey and are proterandrous. The stamens move singly in 
succession towards the centre of the flower, which, however, is proterogynous, the stigma ripening 
first. The male flowers are larger and more conspicuous than the female. The anthers ripen one 
after another and bend inwards towards the centre. After they open they bend out again and cross- 
pollinate the flower. It is visited by bees, flies, and beetles. The capsule is many-seeded and opens 


above, and having short spreading beaks the seeds are scattered around, being aided by the wind 
which sways the rigid stems, or by being touched by passing animals. 


NOTE that old descriptions may have details that have been revised. 


See also website bladmineerders.nl for leafminers, galls and fungi and search for the species for 
what to expect on it. It also has leafminer and gall keys for Saxifraga. 


Chrysosplenium (Golden-Saxifrages) 


1914 Boulger - Small insects visit the flowers for their honey; but pollination is also apparently 
often effected by small snails, especially those of the genus Succinea. 


Chrysosplenium oppositifolium (Opposite-Leaved Golden-Saxifrage) 


1905 Anne Pratt - ...the water-wagtails were pecking at its young buds with great delight... 


Saxifraga granulata (Meadow Saxifrage) 


1919 Horwood - The only fungi that infest it are Puccinia saxifragae or Caeoma saxifragae. The 
Yellow-winged Carpet feeds on it. 


Saxifraga tridactylites (Rue-Leaved Saxifrage) 
The only fungus that infests it is Puccinia saxifraga, one of the cluster-cups. No insects feed upon 
it. 


Chrysosplenium (Golden Saxifrages) 


1914 Boulger - The genus Chrysosplenium, named from the Greek xpuooc, chrusos, gold, omAyviov, 
splenion, spleenwort... they are among the varied plants to which the name Sengreen has been 
applied... In German their name is translated as Goldmilz, and in France they have the pretty 
name Dorine; but in the Vosges they are eaten as salad and are then known as Cresson de roche. 


Chrysosplenium oppositifolium (Opposite-Leaved Golden-Saxifrages) 


1905 Anne Pratt - This plant was renowned among the old herbalists for certain powers which they 
supposed it to possess, of removing melancholy and such maladies as were presumed to arise from 
a disordered spleen. It cannot, however, have any powerful medicinal properties, for it is in 
common use as a Salad in the Vosges, where the peasant terms it Cresson de roche. Its golden hue 
is alluded to in several of its European names. The French call it La Dorine. It is the Goldmilz of 
the German; the Goudveil of the Dutch; the Gylden steenbrek of the Danes; and the Gul stenbrack 
of the Swedes. 


Saxifraga aizoides (Yellow Saxifrage) 

1919 Horwood - Yellow Mountain Saxifrage 

1905 Anne Pratt - Yellow Mountain Saxifrage... The plant is sometimes called Aizoon-like Saxifrage, 
or Sengreen Saxifrage. 

Saxifraga cespitosa (Tufted Saxifrage) 


1905 Anne Pratt - Tufted Alpine Saxifrage 


Saxifraga cernua (Drooping Saxifrage) 

1919 Horwood - Drooping Bulbous Saxifrage 
1905 Anne Pratt - Drooping Saxifrage 
Saxifraga exarata subsp. moschata (Musky Saxifrage) 


1905 Anne Pratt - Mossy Alpine Saxifrage [as S. muscoides] 


Saxifraga geranoides (continental plant) 


1905 Anne Pratt - Geranium Saxifrage ["This Saxifrage is said to have been found on the Scottish 
mountains many years ago, but the record has not been authenticated."] 


Saxifraga granulata (Meadow Saxifrage) 


1919 Horwood - The second Latin name has reference to the small granular knobs of the roots or 
bulbs. It is called Billy Button, Cuckoo-flower, Fair Maid of France, First of May, Thirlestane Grass, 
Lady's Pincushion, Pretty Maids, Sassifax, Saxifer, Saxifrage, White Saxifrage, Sen-green, 
Stonebreak. Pretty Maids refers to the double garden form, which may be: "Mary! Mary! quite 
contrary, How does your garden grow? Cockle shells and silver bells, And pretty maids all of a row." 
The First of May refers to its time of growing. By the Doctrine of Signatures it was formerly used 
for stone [=calculus in 1914 Boulger], because the plant growing on rocks was thought to break 
them. It is cultivated and forms a pretty garden flower, especially when double. 

1905 Anne Pratt - White Meadow Saxifrage... The root gives its name to the species, being what 
botanists term granulated, and consisting of a number of small reddish, downy, round tubers... A 
double variety is a common garden flower. 


Saxifraga hirculus (Marsh Saxifrage) 


1919 Horwood - Yellow Musk Saxifrage (misprint for Marsh?) 
1905 Anne Pratt - Yellow Marsh Saxifrage 


SSaxifraga nivalis (Alpine Saxifrage) 


1919 Horwood - Clustered Alpine Saxifrage 
1905 Anne Pratt - Chickweed Alpine Saxifrage 


Saxifraga oppositifolia (Purple Saxifrage) 


1905 Anne Pratt - Purple Mountain Saxifrage 


Saxifraga rivularis (Highland Saxifrage) 


1919 Horwood & 1905 Anne Pratt - Alpine Brook Saxifrage 


Saxifraga rosacea (Irish Saxifrage) 


Sell 2 - subsp. hartii... is named after Henry Chichester Hart (1847-1908) 


Saxifraga tridactylites (Rue-Leaved Saxifrage) 


1919 Horwood - Saxifraga, Pliny, is from the Latin saxum, stone, frango, break, meaning stone- 
breaker; and the second Latin name means three-fingered in Greek, alluding to the trifid lobes of 
the upper leaves. The plant is called Whitlow Grass, Nailwort, White Blow. Gerarde uses the first 
name in allusion to a supposed property it had of healing disease of the nails called Whitlow, and 
the same reason explains the second name. The Saxifrage was said to reveal witches. 


Saxifraga x urbium (London-Pride) 


1905 Anne Pratt - [Referenced as S. umbrosa but indicates there seem to be a variety of taxa under 
question] This beautiful little flower is well known as one of the few which will bear unhurt the 
smoke of large cities. It grows well in London, flourishing not only in the squares and open parts of 
the great city, where many hardy flowers may be found, but cheering also some of the gloomy 
little spots at the backs of houses in densely populated neighbourhoods. One sighs at the sight of 
these small plots, though glad that when even the "mournful mint" seemed injured by the sooty 
mist gathered about it, yet the London Pride survived all the ills of its condition, and perchance 
soothed some careworn heart by its cheerful flower. Bishop Mant thus alludes to this and another 
plant:- " Its disk of white on upland wolds The pretty Saxifrage unfolds, With lucid spots of crimson 
pied, Hence brought, and hail'd the City’s Pride; And yellow rose-root yields its smell From 
Cambrian crag or Cumbrian fell, Or Rachlin's lone basaltic isle."... This Saxifrage is found on the 
mountains of Ireland so plentifully, that it has the common name of St. Patrick's Cabbage. It is also 
called None-so-pretty; and the old name of Queen Anne's Needlework was doubtless given from the 
delicate red spots traced on its white petals, and which to some of the embroiderers, who in those 
days practised the mysteries of "tent work, raised work, laid work, frost work, Irish stitch, fern 
stitch, Spanish stitch, rosemary stitch," and many another stitch, suggested the remembrance of 
some one of their manifold traceries and devices. Parkinson, writing of it in 1629, terms it Sedum, 
and says, "Some of our English gentlewomen have called it Prince's Feather, which, although it be 
but a by-name, may well serve for this plant to distinguish it.” 

Sell & Murrell vol. 2 - Said to have been introduced to cultivation by Mr London of the firm of Royal 
Gardeners, London and Wise, early in the eighteenth century, hence its vernacular name. 


Saxifraga x geum (Scarce London-Pride) 


1919 Horwood - Kidney-Leaved Saxifrage [Saxifraga hirsuta is given with no name] 
1905 Anne Pratt - Kidney-shaped Saxifrage 


Unrelated plants of similar form 


Not to be confused with various plants of the carrot family whose common name contains the word 
Saxifrage, such as Burnet-Saxifrage or Pepper-Saxifrage, and some of the older names of other 
members of that family. 


References & Further Reading 


Particularly consulted for identification details were Stace’s Hybrid Flora ed 1, Stace’s New Flora ed 
4, Sell & Murrell's Flora vol. 2, and Flora Europaea, all of which detailed on the following link. 
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